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In the digital age, our lives are increasingly intertwined with the internet. We
use it to stay connected with friends and family, manage our finances,
shop, and even work. But with this increased connectivity comes an
increased risk of cyber attacks.

Cyber attacks can take many forms, from phishing scams to malware
infections to ransomware attacks. They can target individuals or
businesses, and they can have a devastating impact. In 2021, the FBI
reported that cybercrime cost businesses and individuals over $6.9 billion.

The good news is that there are steps you can take to protect yourself from
cyber attacks. Here are some top tips:

1. Use strong passwords
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One of the most important things you can do to protect yourself from cyber
attacks is to use strong passwords. A strong password is at least 12
characters long and contains a mix of upper and lower case letters,
numbers, and symbols. Avoid using common words or phrases, and don't
reuse passwords across multiple accounts.

2. Enable two-factor authentication

Two-factor authentication (2FA) is a security feature that adds an extra
layer of protection to your accounts. When you log in to a website or app
that supports 2FA, you will be asked to enter your password and then a
code that is sent to your phone or email. This makes it much harder for
hackers to gain access to your accounts, even if they have your password.

3. Keep your software up to date

Software updates often include security patches that fix vulnerabilities that
could be exploited by hackers. It is important to keep your software up to
date, especially your operating system, web browser, and antivirus
software.

4. Be careful about what you click on

Phishing scams are one of the most common ways that hackers trick
people into giving up their personal information. Phishing emails often look
like they are from legitimate companies, but they actually contain malicious
links or attachments. Be careful about what you click on, and never open
attachments from unknown senders.

5. Use a VPN



A virtual private network (VPN) encrypts your internet traffic, making it more
difficult for hackers to eavesdrop on your online activities. VPNs are
especially useful when you are using public Wi-Fi networks.

6. Back up your data

In the event of a cyber attack, it is important to have a backup of your data.
This way, you can restore your data if it is lost or stolen. There are many
different ways to back up your data, so choose a method that works best
for you.

7. Be aware of the latest cyber threats

The cyber threat landscape is constantly changing, so it is important to stay
aware of the latest threats. Read articles about cybersecurity, follow
cybersecurity experts on social media, and sign up for newsletters from
reputable security organizations.

8. Educate your employees

If you are a business owner, it is important to educate your employees
about cybersecurity. Make sure they know how to identify and avoid cyber
attacks, and what to do if they are targeted by an attack.

Cyber attacks are a serious threat, but there are steps you can take to
protect yourself. By following these top tips, you can reduce your risk of
becoming a victim of a cyber attack.

For more information on cybersecurity, please visit the following resources:

Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA)



Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Cyber Division

National Security Agency (NSA)
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