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Charts and information graphics are powerful tools for communicating data
and information in a clear and engaging way. However, creating effective
charts and graphics can be a challenge. This article will provide a
comprehensive guide to best practices for creating effective charts and
information graphics.

Choosing the Right Chart Type

The first step in creating an effective chart or information graphic is to
choose the right chart type. There are many different types of charts, each
with its own strengths and weaknesses. The best chart type for your data
will depend on the type of data you have and the message you want to
convey.
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Here are some of the most common chart types:

Bar charts: Bar charts are used to compare different values. They are
particularly useful for comparing data over time or across different
categories.

Line charts: Line charts are used to show trends over time. They are
particularly useful for showing how data changes over time or in
response to a change in another variable.

Pie charts: Pie charts are used to show the relative proportions of
different parts of a whole. They are particularly useful for showing how
different parts of a whole contribute to the total.

Scatter plots: Scatter plots are used to show the relationship between
two different variables. They are particularly useful for identifying
trends or correlations between variables.

Once you have chosen the right chart type, you need to design your chart
for clarity and impact.

Designing for Clarity and Impact

When designing your chart, you need to keep in mind the following
principles:

Clarity: Your chart should be easy to understand. Avoid using too
much jargon or technical language. Label your axes clearly and use a
legend to explain any symbols or colors.

Impact: Your chart should be visually appealing and engaging. Use
bright colors and bold fonts to make your chart stand out. Consider



using images or icons to help illustrate your data.

Accuracy: Your chart should be accurate and reliable. Double-check
your data before creating your chart, and make sure that your chart
accurately represents the data.

By following these principles, you can create charts and information
graphics that are clear, visually appealing, and accurate.

Using Color and Typography Effectively

Color and typography are two powerful tools that can be used to create
effective charts and information graphics. However, it is important to use
them wisely.

Here are some tips for using color effectively:

Use color to highlight important information: Use bright colors to
draw attention to important data points or trends.

Use color to create contrast: Use contrasting colors to make your
chart easier to read. For example, use a light background color with
dark text.

Use color to create a sense of hierarchy: Use different colors to
create a sense of hierarchy in your chart. For example, use a brighter
color for the most important data points.

Here are some tips for using typography effectively:

Use a clear and easy-to-read font: Avoid using fonts that are too
small or difficult to read.



Use different fonts to create contrast: Use different fonts to create
contrast between different elements of your chart. For example, use a
bold font for the title and a regular font for the body text.

Use white space to improve readability: Use white space to improve
the readability of your chart. Avoid overcrowding your chart with too
much text or data.

By following these tips, you can use color and typography to create charts
and information graphics that are both visually appealing and easy to
understand.

Charts and information graphics are powerful tools for communicating data
and information in a clear and engaging way. By following the best
practices outlined in this article, you can create charts and graphics that are
effective, visually appealing, and accurate.

If you want to learn more about creating effective charts and information
graphics, I recommend checking out the following resources:

Visual Capitalist

Information is Beautiful

Periscopic

These resources provide a wealth of information on all aspects of creating
effective charts and information graphics.
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